
On Wednesday, November 10th, co-op members will be electing 6 board members for a two-year 

term. Please find attached the profiles of this year’s declared candidates for board election. Please 

have this newsletter with you so you can put faces to the candidates’ names. The board is elected by 

the membership to work with the manager to oversee the business of the co-op, and ensure the 

safety and overall well-being of the co-op community. Your board directors are committed to providing 

the vision and leadership that continues to make Diane Frankling Co-operative Homes one of the 

most successful and progressive co-ops in Canada. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  

Your vote counts! 

Please have your AGM member package, 
and this flyer, with you at the meeting. 

Thanks! 
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BOARD DIRECTOR ELECTIONS 
Wednesday, November 10th, 2021 

7:00 pm SHARP – via ZOOM 
Profiles of Candidates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JIM HODGSON 
I have spent much of the past 40 years back and 
forth between Canada and Latin America, working 
among social movements and NGOs for justice 
and peace. I worked hard to expand rights for 
2SLGBTIQ+ people, migrants, Indigenous people, 
workers and others, gaining new allies in long 
struggles. I served for 10 years on the board of 
KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives. 
I am committed to the co-operative housing model, 
to this co-op in particular, and I know how to work 
to build trust and cohesion among members, 
board, management and staff. I am proud to have 

lived at DFC since 2000.  
 

BENTON McKNIGHT 
Within 4 years of moving to this country, I visited a 
friend who had moved into this complex. I entered 
the building and was immediately enveloped by an 
energy that made me feel safe. I told my friend I 
wanted to live here; within 2 years, I was. Diane 
Frankling Co-op has been my home for 20 years. 
It has been my sanctuary as I have reconstructed 
my life, volunteered at local organizations, and 
gone to school to complete an undergraduate and 
imminent Master’s degree. In these changing 
times, safe spaces need to be protected; hence, 
my running to become a member of the board. 
 

CAROL ESPRIT 
I’ve been a co-op member for over 30 years. I love 
the people who live and work here. I enjoy 
volunteering for Hallowe’en, helping people around 
the co-op, and loved when I was a volunteer in the 
computer lab. I will work hard and be honest and 
open. I’m looking forward to working with other board 
members and staff.  
 
 

DIANE ATKINS 
I have lived here 9 years, cumulatively. While working 
at the Scarborough Hospital for 25 years, I was Chief 
Steward for the CUPE Union, Local 418, with close to 
1000 members. My role was to work with management 
and staff in maintaining our collective agreement. I 
have experience in grievances, mediation, and 
arbitration. During SARS, I filed 350 grievances for our 
RNAs and won every one of them. I am fair, can 
compromise, and want what is best for our co-op. 
 

RICHARD TEIXEIRA 
I have been an active member for over 15 years. I see 
two very toxic beliefs rooted in arrogance and 
egotism, and completely devoid of reality:   1. All other 
Boards and/or all Board members outside my clique 
are the real problem: NONSENSE!  
2. The staff are incompetent: NONSENSE! These are 
hard working professionals, some dedicating decades 
of their professional lives to help us have an amazing 
home and community. You cannot find a better 
home/community. Our numerous awards are testimony 
to this fact. These two toxic and false beliefs escalated 
into harassment of the staff and others - violating their 
rights, which, in turn, places our home in danger 
because we are failing our legal obligations including: 
a harassment-free workplace. This also affects mental 
and physical health. This is WRONG and IT MUST 
STOP. This is why I am running for election. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanks to our Board Members… 

On behalf of membership and staff, we would like to thank the following directors 
who have served on the board this past year: 

VOTING 
You must be present at the meeting to vote. No proxy voting is allowed. 

You must vote for SIX different candidates for your ballot to be valid. 
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KEVIN CORBETT 
I have lived at the co-op for 26 years.  
I want a new era of civility! I have been here for a 
quarter of a century and I am tired of the fear! I am 
tired of the same old people on the same old 
board. I am tired of the agendas! I am tired of 
being frightened for my housing to speak my mind! 
I am tired of our amazing staff being afraid as well. 
Please vote for transparency.  
 

DARRYL RAMSEY 
I have lived here for 10 years, and have been an 
active member of our community, serving 4 years 
on the board as president, vice president and 
treasurer twice. I've been an on-call volunteer for 
many years and have tended the vegetable 
garden for the last 4 years. I believe in the Co-op 
way of life and do anything I can to preserve and 
promote it. Covid has affected us all and changed 
our way of life. A strong, safe, stable community is 
most important to get us through it. I look forward 
to the opportunity to help ensure a long and 
healthy future for my community.  
 

STEPHEN SHARPE 
DFC has been home for me for 10 years, the last 
3 with my husband, Luis. I benefit immensely from 
the enriching values of community living. I am 
touched by the kindness of neighbours, proud of 
our inclusivity and diversity, and grateful for the 
standards to which our environment is maintained. 
I am a professional administrator. As a board 
member, I will collaborate, listen, and contribute. I 
recognize that the board and management are 
working to achieve important legacy milestones. I 
will represent all persons without bias to ensure 
we continue to be a home for all, well into the 
future.  

BRYON VAN SLYKE 
I have lived at the co-op for 4 years. I served on the 
membership committee and the open-house 
committee while living at my last co-op – Spruce 
Court. My wife Barbara and I have been very active 
in DFC’s social events, field trips, and member 
workshops. We have enjoyed making social 
connections with neighbours, and living in a real 
community. The pandemic year has been challenging 
for everyone, and has limited our connections. I 
would like to volunteer my time and enthusiasm to 
the board of directors – to help make important 
decisions, resolve conflicts, support our vision, and 
work constructively on behalf of everyone in our 
beloved co-op. I ask for your trust, and vote, in this 
election. 
 

GREG HILL 
As a long time member of the co-op I’ve come to love 
this building and the community that I live in. Over 
the last several years I’ve relied upon the support of 
the co-op while enduring a major illness. Now that I’m 
back on my feet again, I find myself driven to give 
back to the community that I live in and supported me 
(knowingly or not) during one of the worst periods of 
my life. In past happier times (and future ones now) 
I’ve managed fundraising teams for non-profit groups 
like Amnesty International, Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF), CANFAR, and The AIDS Committee of 
Toronto. This gave me the opportunity to develop a 
keen understanding of some of the social issues that 
I would have been completely ignorant of from my 
formal education in Electrical Engineering. Yeap, I’m 
a nerd. And I’d love to turn the study skills and 
analytical skills I developed in school to help benefit 
the people that I live with here in Diane Frankling Co-
operative Homes. Nice to meet you. 

 

 

 
 

 

Don Hutton - President 
Miriam Verhaar - VP / Member Liaison  
Mike Hussey - Treasurer 
Heather Anderson - Corporate Secretary 
Barry St. Denis - Member Liaison 

 
 

 

 
Angelica Batalla - Director 
David Garcia - Director 
Sandra John-Baptiste – Director 
 

Thank you also to Conrad Page and    
Brian Finch. 

 

 
 
 


